
STAR: Standardized Test for the 
Assessment of Reading

A Parent’s Guide



What is STAR?
● A computer-based, customized reading test for students in Grades 1-12

● This test is adaptive

○ As students answer questions, it becomes more or less difficult depending on how a 

student is scoring

● Students can finish this test in about 30 minutes

What is it used for?
● Teachers use this test to determine the current reading level of students

● Useful in determining where growth is needed

● Teachers can then customize instruction to fit student needs

● Way to measure growth over a school year



When will STAR be administered?
● Freshmen - March 2022

● Sophomores - April 2022

Your child’s teacher will send home a parent report with test results soon after the test has been 

administered

What information do we look at?
● Scaled Score (SS)

● Percentile Rank (PR)

● Instructional Reading Level (IRL)

● Zone of Proximal Development (ZPR)



Scaled Score (SS):

This score is based on the 

difficulty of the questions 

and the number of correct 

responses. It ranges 

between 600-1400.

This score is used to 

determine whether or not 

a student needs assistance 

with reading skills.

The Scaled Score is also used to make a determination as to whether or 

not students are on track to pass the MCAS. This is the most important 

score that teachers will look at



Scaled Score

Parent Report

This is what parents will 

receive from their child’s 

teacher after the test has 

been administered



Percentile 

Rank

Indicates where the student 

falls, percentage-wise, out 

of other students nationally 

who obtained scores equal 

to or lower than that 

student. Percentile rank 

ranges from 1-99

For this student, a 24 means they scored as well or better than 

24% of students tested nationally



Instructional 

Reading Level

Indicates the level at which 

the student is reading, 

based on their test score

This student is reading around a 7th grade level and is moderately 

proficient at comprehending words at this grade level



Zone of 

Proximal 

Development

The ZPD is useful in 

helping teachers assign 

appropriate novels to 

students. This shows a 

range of readability levels 

from which a student

should select books to read. 

It is a range that is neither 

too hard nor too easy, to 

make sure that students can 

experience optimal growth

For this student, the ZPD shows that they should be reading novels between a 4.3 and 7.1 grade 

level range. At this level, the student should be able to comprehend the ideas and words in the 

novel, as well as improve their reading skills without too much difficulty.



What does the Student Report look like?
This Instructional Planning Report will be uploaded to each students’ Aspen documents page, so that 

current ELA teachers can see their past progress and where students should be headed in terms of reading 

comprehension



What next?
● Current sophomore students will have last year’s scores input in Aspen (coming soon!)

● Sophomore instructors will be able to view these scores and tailor curriculum

● Sophomores will take the test again in the spring and results will be compared over the 

course of their two years

● Current freshmen will take this test in the spring

Questions? Contact me!
tbeaudoin@dimanregional.org

Find me and this slideshow on the Diman website under the Academics > English tab

mailto:tbeaudoin@dimanregional.org

